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Introduction
Arguably, these are great times to be a historian of Scottish football. A popular exhibition has recently closed at the Kelvingrove Art Gallery and Museum in Glasgow, which celebrated Scotland's contribution to the world of football. 1 The past decade has seen a surge in publications on the subject, and the proliferation of the internet, social media and mobile technology has widened the channels by which both scholarly and popular histories of the Scottish game can be disseminated, and democratised the process by which community historians and club supporters can research and produce material on it. Yet, in terms of the focus of what has been published, and in terms of the mainstream media coverage of the Scottish game overall, the historiography of the pre-Great War Scottish game still suffers in comparison with its counterparts in other areas of the British Isles.
Despite the significant leaps recently made within this field, there are still no real Scottish equivalents to Tony Mason's Association Football and English Society. 2 Such deficiencies are not confined to the pre-1914 period, however: there are also no Scottish equivalents to the comprehensive works of Dave Russell in England, and of Martin Johnes in Wales. 3 Similarly, the approach utilised in Matthew Taylor's comprehensive and ambitious synthesis of material on British football's history, or in James Walvin's on world football, has not been replicated. 4 This is not to state that historians of Scottish football should necessarily compare like-for-like with English football's historiography; by its very nature, Scottish football's associational culture and institutions were created in a very different social, educational and legal environment than England. (Taylor's book connects the 'national' football histories of the UK's constituent nations.) Nevertheless, the imbalance remains: the corpus north of the Border has yet to replicate the sheer breadth and depth of material that is available on England. Geographically, and in terms of subject matter and available source material, there is still a great deal which has yet to be covered. This is despite considerable, though similarly disparate advances in the scholarly and popular historiography for the post-1914 period, including recent works by Alan Bairner, David Gutzke, Andrew Davies and Jack Alexander. 5 This article certainly covers the weaknesses in the historiography; and, towards the end, proposes suggestions for the future. There is nevertheless a healthy historiography -both scholarly and popular -on Scottish football, and this piece attempts to offer a comparative framework by which historians can categorise the various, disparate publications on the subject. This framework does not strictly observe date of publication and subject matter, but also seeks to critically examine methodological approach towards research and theory.
In doing so, it proposes the organisation of Scottish football's pre-1914 historiography under six broad categories which coalesce around these various criteria, as well as the background and intended audience of the texts and material. It acknowledges that these boundaries are hardly rigid, and that as the historiography continues to develop, these categories may be rendered obsolete, but it nevertheless gives historians a scorecard of what has been examined so far, and which approaches have been utilised -crucial in facilitating further research on Scottish football's history. This article follows on from Adrian Harvey's piece from last year, which critically examined the historiography on the 'origins' debate regarding football in nineteenth-century England. 6 It is important to declare my own interests when writing this article. My PhD in history at the University of Glasgow, completed in 2010, examined the early origins, patronage and culture of football in the west of Scotland from roughly 1865 to the Ibrox disaster of 1902. 7 A recent monograph and a series of articles have resulted from this research. 8 I do not, however, propose that this research is by any means the final word, and is even entirely airtight. In his recent review of A Cultural History of Association Football, 1865 -1902 Hay noted that it was clear that my book was intended more as a jumping-off point, rather than a final destination. 9 Furthermore, Bill Murray, in his review, (correctly) critiqued how 1902 could be considered the 'watershed' moment that I believed it to be. 10 As with the categorisation of publications discussed in this article, any artificial periodisation was bound to be contestable. My approaches and conclusions, furthermore, were governed by my own background as a middle-class American migrant to the west of Scotland; and, as such, I tried to remain as unmoved as possible by contemporary discourses on the 'Old Firm' and its purported sectarianism that I did not 'feel' to any appreciable degree. My monograph was at its weakest when attempting to directly engage with these particular arguments.
But nevertheless, this research represented an earnest attempt at changing the parameters of a historiographical debate on Scottish football that, for too long, has discussed the game's higher echelons, along with its most superficial features, at the expense of understanding the broader picture. Ethno-religious bigotry is, of course, a crucial component of Scottish football's history, but talking about 'sectarianism' alone has often failed to explicitly place such discrimination within wider dynamics which also involve work, gender, economics, elite and landed power, popular culture, and even emigration from These questions are particularly relevant in an era when historians not only disseminate content digitally, but also perform electronic research via online archives. In theory, this puts knowledge regarding the history of Scottish football at the fingertips of anyone in the world. The list of digitised Scottish newspapers is by no means comprehensive, and is skewed towards major urban titles; the Scotsman, the Glasgow Herald, the Evening Times, and the Aberdeen and Dundee papers (up to a point) inevitably get far better treatment, while Galashiels, Stornoway and other Scottish towns must settle for having their papers read on microfilm. Nevertheless, these digital archives permit Boolean searches, and allow far more data to be collected than was previously possible. Inevitably, this will permit theories to be tested to a far greater degree, and will lead to further clues as to where to look next. This is before the likes of family history websites, with their potentially vital biographical data, are even utilised. Twenty years from now, the historiography of Scottish football no doubt look very different.
First-wave popular narratives: the origin myths (1885-1939)
Previous to the 1970s, the only academic to touch the history of Scottish football was the American antiquarian Francis Peabody Magoun, whose work in the 1920s and 1930s discussed the pre-1871 history of 'football' (broadly defined) in the British Isles. Much of his research included Hogmanay and Fastern's E'en traditions in Scotland. 13 Magoun's work was based on a broad swath of primary sources in medieval and early modern Scotland; and, for years, formed the bedrock of our understanding of Scottish 'folk football'.
The very first histories of the association game, however, were written by the players and officials of Scotland's major clubs themselves, and were crucial in solidifying the mythology of their own clubs as being integral to the institutionalisation of the no-hands code in
Scotland. The first of these histories came within the newspapers from the late-1880s . And yet, these books are more nostalgic than they are critical; they hint at the ethno-religious backgrounds of players, and the differences in skills and pay within the local employment hierarchy, but do not deconstruct them to any great length.
These differences were by no means small; they shaped the very fabric of football in this region of Dunbartonshire, whose football clubs were the first credible opposition faced by
Queen's Park in the Scottish Cup competition, first initiated in 1872.
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Second-wave popular narratives: broadcasters and journalists (1965-2000)
The next group of publications which made a significant impact on Scottish football's historiography were several books released during the last third of the twentieth century.
Together, these publications were amongst the most influential in setting the narrative direction of popular histories of Scottish football, in terms of their discussions of the history of the Scottish game's institutions, the Scottish international football team, and the chronological progression of competition within Scottish football. As with the publications by Allan, Maley, Bone and Robinson, they tell greater tales of success rather than 'average'-ness: little is discussed of Scottish football outwith the 'top-flight' and elite clubs, and outside the central belt. Moreover, the pre-1914 period is not the main focus of these books, save for the works of the late Robert Crampsey.
The Mount Florida-born Crampsey was a reserve footballer for Queen's Park himself, but it was his later career as a broadcaster with the BBC and STV, and a columnist for the Evening Times, for which he was most well-known. was not intended for an academic audience. The language is descriptive, and the prose is more suited to telling a story than it is analysis. There are no footnotes, and no discussion of how the research was accomplished. It is, in fact, likely that Crampsey's main source of pre-1920 information was Robinson himself. This was an official history, published by the club, and as such does little to alleviate one of the central problems of the historiography to date:
that the 'story' of the early years of the association game in Scotland was told through the eyes of one of its most anomalous clubs.
The Game for the Game's Sake is a highly readable, accessible book, but The Scottish
Footballer and The First 100 Years were more illuminating in a variety of ways, in part because Crampsey's work obviously included extensive primary-source research (though still without footnotes). 1978's The Scottish Footballer was a short history of the Scottish game -slightly less than half of its 74-page running length is devoted to the period before 1914 -and it fostered an arguably opposite stereotype within the historiography: that of the working-class footballer. The lack of methodological discussion within the book is frustrating for an academic researcher, but it is clear that Crampsey was working with club and newspaper sources when he sought to describe some of these early footballers, many of whom played the game side-by-side with their employment in heavy industry, and in conjunction with a new era of better opportunities via professional sport. In Crampsey's mind, this was a crucial component in the formation of Scottish football's collective character, hence the history of a national game functioning as something of a biography of a typical 'Scottish footballer'. 24 Meanwhile, in The First 100 Years, league records and correspondence were also quoted extensively, as were newspapers. It was also the study of one of Scottish football's governing institutions; this puts the SFL at one better than the SFA.
Even here, however, in this otherwise good account of the SFL's history, the pre-Great War period inevitably suffers, and is discussed in solely the first sixth of the book, and to a certain extent in the 'Historical Data and Results' and 'Glossary' at the back. 25 Both brought order to the organised chaos of early association football in both towns, and situated the game in the sometimes contradictory contexts of schoolboy cricket, heavy industry and available parkland and ground space. 36 They reminded readers that the association game cannot be understood solely through examining Glasgow football, and that an assumed 'diffusion' of the game via metropolitan clubs towards the countryside was not as one-way as 'common sense' would dictate it to be.
First-wave academic: the economic historians and British sports historiography (1980-

2000)
The historiography of Scottish sport as a whole benefitted from the work of several scholars during the first major turn towards sports history in the UK becoming viewed as a subdiscipline in its own right. The year 1975 saw the first publication of James Walvin's The
People's Game, the first English-language scholarly book written on the history of association football. 37 This was a highly ambitious work, aimed at both academic and popular audiences, which examined (without footnotes, it might be added) the history of the game in the UK and far beyond. Vamplew's research showed that, while SFL member clubs may have monopolised elite talent within Scottish football during the period, they were 'not a profit-maximising cartel', and struggled mightily with finances. 43 Primary sources included both SFA financial records and registers from the Scottish Record Office and Registrar of Companies.
Tranter utilised a slightly different approach. His research critically examined the social and economic composition of sport in nineteenth-century central Scotland, mostly in Stirlingshire and Clackmannanshire. For the most part, this was not football-only research:
through meticulous research in local newspapers and census enumerators' books -to make up for deficiencies in archival material which explicitly discussed sportspeople and their social backgrounds -Tranter was able to reconstruct an approximate picture of the socioeconomic context of regional sport, inclusive of gender, property and law enforcement. 44 His work went on to inform the wider historiography on the dynamics of leisure in nineteenth-century Scotland, particularly in the context of industrialisation. 45 54 Murray would later go on to write a second and a third book on the Old Firm, though neither would come close to examining the pre-1914 in as great detail as his first book.
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The Old Firm was also the first publication on Scottish football to examine the role of the press in creating competing, often prejudicial narratives within Scottish football, and existed parallel to Bilsborough in its attempts to understand the economic rise of the 'Old Firm'.
By sheer virtue of it being the first serious book on the subject, The Old Firm was bound to be controversial no matter its contents. 58 His work had a historical base which was utilised in his book, and in an accompanying article that same year in IJHS. Nevertheless, Bradley's historical base was often his weakest link: he relied upon secondary sources to discuss the early years of Celtic and the treatment of the Irish who arrived in Scotland. 59 Similarly, Walker, in a chapter on Rangers in his 1990 edited collection on Protestant identity in modern Scotland, only discussed the pre-1914 history of the Ibrox club in brief. 60 The work of both Bradley and
Walker here can largely be seen in the context of later sympathetic edited collections put together on Celtic and Rangers by both men, respectively. accounts from the 1877-78 Glasgow Charity Cup cycle which showed that the archive was not telling the full truth on the amount of fraud and discord which may have been taking place in association with the competition. 65 Kay's research was not a celebration of postmodernism; but, in the broader sports history canon, it nevertheless followed the likes of Douglas Booth in interrogating the limitations of archives relating to sports history. 66 This body of work, by its very nature, cast a critical eye on football and charity, existing as they did side-by-side with the use of sport as a 'rational recreation' vehicle within the selfimprovement schemes of west of Scotland employers, and before the existence of anything resembling a welfare state. 67 Hutchinson, meanwhile, followed up from Tranter's (more than Finn's) earlier work on John
Hope with an article on the 'football'-playing circle of business professionals and young men which surrounded Hope in Edinburgh during the mid-to late-nineteenth century, one which played a kind of no-hands game based on his 'Rules for Football'. 68 The work of these scholars exists in parallel to the explosion of social media as a tool for disseminating both scholarly and community-based historical research to a broader audience than was formerly possible. Even if this new development has not radically altered the need for a rigorous methodology when doing historical research, it has, at the very least, ensured that academics of this generation are able to have an unmediated public conversation about their work not only with community historians, but with supporters and journalists.
Even going back to 1990, beyond just club historians, community historians had an effect on the way that Scottish football's scholarly history was being studied. The history/public history/heritage debate, then, exists here as well, as it has on other fields of play in the history of sport. 84 There is, of course, a danger that all of this slides into mere nostalgia and celebration, rather than a critical examination of the social, cultural, economic and political forces which moulded these clubs. Inevitably, this may lead to criticism of a perceived lack of quality control (i.e. peer review) that occurs when any academic author attempts to extend beyond their usual audience in scholarly journals. New media, as it has in other sectors of the economy, presents a challenge to the old certainties of academic publication, regarding both the prestige of journals, and the sanctity of the review process.
Undoubtedly, however, academia is already reaping the benefits of this informal relationship with the wider world. 85 Mitchell's own work includes a self-published 2012 book which examines the lives of the first Scottish international team of 1872 (i.e. members of Queen's Park); and, as discussed earlier, also includes a variety of blog posts. 86 Mitchell's approach towards disseminating content works for a different audience than a strictly academic one, but it nevertheless exemplifies some of the avenues that historians can now take to ensure that their work reaches the broader church. Through other avenues such as Academia.edu, academics in sports history should already be beginning to bridge that gap, and moving towards an 'open access'-type model that allows for our own work to be scrutinised by the public at large. 87 Should the major academic publishing cartels be compelled to interact with the world of new media, as possibly even join it, beyond the provision of the expensive open-access models currently being put in place? The early years of Scottish association football are shrouded in mystery to many outwith the academic community; it is time that historians learned to engage with them, but the realities of having to negotiate an out-dated system of publishing -still controlled by the multinational publishing houses -leave the ball largely in our court with regard to developing a new way of transmitting research.
Conclusion
The era of the internet and social media has finally arrived with regard to scholarly accounts 
